
  
  
  

Black Walnut 
 
Genus/species Juglans nigra 
 
Family   Juglandaceae 
 
Distribution  Eastern US S New York southward to E North Carolina and NW Florida 
     NW Florida westward to SE Texas 

SE Texas northward to north central Nebraska and SE South  
Dakota 

SE South Dakota eastward to S New York 
     Scattered locations in S New England 
     Absent from much of Pennsylvania, Lower Mississippi  

Valley, and Gulf and South Atlantic coastal region 
 
Comments Black Walnut is a widespread large tree commonly found on well-drained soils near  

streams.  It has compound leaves up to two feet long, each having some 15 to 23 
leaflets.  Male flowers release large amounts of wind-borne pollen in the spring from 
catkins, and female flowers are produced in small clusters at the tip of the newly-formed 
twigs.  The nuts are formed inside round fruit approximately two inches in diameter.  
However, the hulls do not split open; the fruit are released as the hull decomposes or 
are opened by squirrels and other animals.  The wood of this tree is prized for the 
manufacturing of furniture and other items such as rifle stocks. 
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